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Year A ¢ Psalter Week 4

THE WORD

COME TO T,
WEDD|NG!

Jesus’ audience is once again the chief priests and elders, so we
are aware that this is a hostile encounter. The wedding banquetis a
common symbol in the Bible for the kingdom of God.

Matthew's parable traces the offer of a place at the wedding feast, and the way in which
those who were first invited treat the invitation with contempt and actively reject it.

The king then sends his servants on an arduous search to find people who will fill the
bangueting hall. The destruction of the city represents Matthew's later reflection on the
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 70. The idea of a Gentile nation being

the instrument of God's punishing the people of Israel would be familiar to Matthew's
community of Jewish Christians, from their knowledge of the Hebrewscriptures. The guest
who turns up without the proper garment is more difficult to understand, especially if we
imagine him being rounded up unexpectedly to come to the feast. Perhaps it is a warning
that it is not enough simply to turn up: the person must be prepared to enter fully into the
kingdom and take part in its life.

The emphasis in the parable is on the idea of invitation. Some reject, some accept.

The leaders, who should have known better, rejected the invitation presented through

the prophets and especially Jesus, whom they killed. It is they, according to Matthew's
reading of history, who are thus really responsible for the destruction of Jerusalem and
the loss of the Temple. It is the despised people, tax collectors and the like, who accept the
invitation and crowd into the banquet. B

SAY
For how could he deny me heaven, who here on

earth himself has given?
(St Alphonsus Liguori)

REFLECT

e find that the image of
Wthe wedding feast as
representing the kingdom

of God is frequently used in both

the Hebrew and Christian scriptures.
In the Synoptic Gospel narratives,

the feeding of the five thousand
anticipates the Last Supper and the
institution of the Eucharist, which

in turn foresees the banquet in the
kingdom of God. One of the aspects
of our celebration of the Eucharist, the
Mass, is that it is the pledge of future
glory, when God's people will be finally
gathered into the divine presence in
the heavenly kingdom.

As we saw with the person who
turned up not properly dressed for
the occasion, getting inside is no
guarantee of being allowed to remain.
We are expected to take a full part in
the proceedings. One feature of the
preaching of the biblical prophets is
that they stress the idea of election, of
Israel being the “chosen people”. This
may well be an undeserved privilege,
but it also brings responsibilities with
it. Other nations should be able to
look at Israel and see the God they
believe in reflected in the way in
which the people of the Lord conduct
themselves, the values by which

they live. The same goes for those
who claim fo be disciples of Jesus.

If we accept the invitation, then we
should wear our wedding garment —
figuratively speaking! B

When you next wash your clothes, think

of the unfortunate wedding guest. Make a
resolution not to take your relationship with
Jesus for granted.

LEARN

Roman soldiers are shown carrying

off the menorah, the seven-branched
candlestick, from the Temple, in a carving
on the triumphant Arch of Titus: this
monument stands in the Forum in Rome.

The Synoptic Gospels are the
accounts of Mark, Matthew and Luke.

The word “synoptic” originally means
“seeing all together”: the three accounts
can be arranged in parallel columns and so
easily compared.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

But with you is found forgiveness,

0 God of Israel.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

May your grace, O Lord, we pray,

at all times go before us and follow after

and make us always determined

to carry out good works.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 25:6-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

On this mountain,

the Lord of hosts will prepare for all people

a banquet of rich food, a banguet of fine
wines,

of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines.

On this mountain he will remove

the mourning veil covering all peoples,

and the shroud enwrapping all nations,

he will destroy Death for ever.

The Lord will wipe away

the tears from every cheek;

he will take away his people’s shame

everywhere on earth,

for the Lord has said so.

That day, it will be said: See, this is our God

in whom we hoped for salvation;

the Lord is the one in whom we hoped.

We exult and we rejoice

that he has saved us;

for the hand of the Lord

rests on this mountain.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 22

Response:
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever.

o The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.

redemﬁf‘drist
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Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)

e He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If | should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would | fear.
You are there with your crook and your
staff;
with these you give me comfort. (R.)

e You have prepared a banguet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)

o Surely goodness and kindness shall
follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord's own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

A reading from the letter of 5t Paul to the
Philippians.

| know how to be poor and | know how to be
rich too. | have been through my initiation
and now | am ready for anything anywhere:
full stomach or empty stomach, poverty or
plenty. There is nothing | cannot master with
the help of the One who gives me strength.
All the same, it was good of you to share
with me in my hardships. In return my God
will fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as
lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our
Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Word was made flesh and lived among
us;

to all who did accept him

he gave power to become children of God.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14

(For shorter form, read between = <)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

>Jesus said to the chief priests and elders
of the people: “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a king who gave a feast for
his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to
call those who had been invited, but they
would not come. Next he sent some more
servants. Tell those who have been invited’
he said ‘that | have my banguet all prepared,
my oxen and fattened cattle have been

slaughtered, everything is ready. Come to the

wedding.” But they were not interested: one
went off to his farm, another to his business,
and the rest seized his servants, maltreated
them and killed them. The king was furious.
He despatched his troops, destroyed those
murderers and burnt their town. Then he
said to his servants, 'The wedding is ready;
but as those who were invited proved to be
unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town
and invite everyone you can find to the
wedding.” So these servants went out on to
the roads and collected together everyone
they could find, bad and good alike; and

the wedding hall was filled with guests. <
When the king came in to look at the guests
he noticed one man who was not wearing a
wedding garment, and said to him, 'How did

you get in here, my friend, without a wedding
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garment?” And the man was silent. Then the
king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand
and foot and throw him out into the dark,
where there will be weeping and grinding
of teeth.” For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

=>The Gospel of the Lord. <
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful
with the sacrificial offerings,

that, through these acts of devotedness,

we may pass over to the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONMMUNION ANTIPHON

The rich suffer want and go hungry,

but those who seek the Lord lack no
blessing.

PRAYER AFTER COMNMUNION
We entreat your majesty most humbly,
0O Lord,
that, as you feed us with the nourishment
which comes from the most holy Body and
Blood of your Son,
50 you may make us sharers of his divine
nature.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

Concordst cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CS5sR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer aover the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 Intemnational Commission of English in the
Liturgy Carporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures @ Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms ara

copyright The Grail end/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications {wwew.redcoms.orgl; Published in the UK by
Rademptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).



Parish Priest:
Parish Secretary:
Office Hours:
Office Email:

We live stream all services

Fr. Jamie McGrath
Lisa Paterson

Tel. 07572 935 230
Fr Pius 01865 221732

Safeguarding Team:
Visits at JR Hospital:
Visits and Help:
Parish Website:
Primary School:

Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Reg. Charity No 246871

Our Lady & St Edmund of Abingdon
1 Radley Rd, Abingdon on Thames, Oxon, 0X14 3PL

We are a LiveSimply parish aiming to live Simply, Sustainably and in Solidarity with the Poor

10.30am-12.30pm Tuesday to Friday
abingdon@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Society of Vincent de Paul Group, contact via Parish Office
www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk
St. Edmund'’s School, Radley Road, Abingdon, 0X14 3PP Tel 521558

Tel: 01235 520375
Tel: 01235 520375

www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

CONFESSIONS: For now, this is by appointment only.
Please contact the parish office to make a booking.

PRIVATE PRAYER

The church will be open for private prayer only,
between 12.00pm and 1.00pm on Tuesdays and
Fridays.
4 \
MASS BOOKINGS
Please remember that bookings for the whole week
beginning Sunday 18t Oct. to Saturday 24t Oct. should
be made on Monday 12t October. Do please try and
give us several options for days/times when you could
come and let us know how many people you are
booking for. We will do our best to accommodate your
request. If you would like to attend more than one Mass
in the week, please make this clear when you book.

(" o Those people without Internet access can phone N
07395 946827 between 10am and 11am each
Monday to give the day of the week when they are
able to attend Mass. There is no recorded answering
message system. Please do not use the office phone
number or phone outside of this time period.

o Those with Internet access are asked not to use the
phone booking system, but instead to email us at:
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk giving us 2
to 3 possible days of the week when you can attend
Mass. Please do this each Monday. You will then
receive a reply with the day allocated to you.

o In all cases, you are asked to state the number in
your family who will be attending Mass. This is
essential for our planning and to maintain safety
distances.

o Beaware that singing is not yet permitted under
the guidelines. Also, there will be no collection
basket passed around, but you may leave donations
as you leave the Church.

o Please note that there are currently only two
Sunday Masses - one at 10.15am and the other at
6.30pm.

28t week of Ordinary Time
In Church for those who have booked, and also

live streamed
Sunday 11 October
10.15am  Mass (Sr Elizabeth Burgess intentions)
2.00pm Polish Mass
6.30pm Mass (In Thanksgiving: Anniversary of

Roy Arends & Alex Contreras)

Monday 12 October (Parishes in Pastoral Areas of
Portsmouth, Solent, Havant & Isle of Wight)
(Paul Cahill, RIP)

9am Mass

Tuesday 13 October

NO Mass See: www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/english-
martyrs-vale-of-white-horse for other masses

Wednesday 14 October

7pm Mass (Margaret Mythen, RIP)

Thursday 15 October (St Teresa of Avila)

9.30am Mass (Special intentions)
Friday 16 October
7pm Mass (Teresa Lorenzo intentions)

Saturday 17 October (StIgnatius of Antioch)

12pm Mass (Frank O’'Toole, RIP)

HOW TO BOOK FOR MASS

No Internet Access?
Phone 07395 946827 EACH MONDAY between 10am and 11am ONLY
to book a place for the FOLLOWING week

Have Internet Access?

DON'T phone. Instead, email:
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk

EACH MONDAY, to book a place for the FOLLOWING week

Thank you all very much for your patience and help.

- J




NEWSLETTER:

For now, please print your own copy from the News page of
our website, or for those without Internet access, bring the
copy delivered to you on Saturdays. We are also unable to
accept any books, pamphlets, etc. at this point in time.

YOUR PARISH STILL NEEDS YOU!

The parish still really needs your donations. You can make
these on our website. This will enable those who normally
use the weekly gift aid white envelope system or loose plate
donations to continue to support the Parish. You can also
place donations in the basket as you leave church. Your

Parish Events for the Week

NO EVENTS IN THE PARISH CENTRE UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

Future Diary Dates
No events at the moment.

continued support for the Parish is greatly appreciated. )

KEY STAGE 2 TEACHER VACANCY - ST EDMUND'S SCHOOL

We are looking for an enthusiastic, dynamic and committed
teacher, who would be supportive of our school mission
statement and the Catholic ethos of our school, to teach a Year
5 class from January 2021. The ability to lead a core subject
would be desirable in our warm and welcoming school. Calls
to discuss this position further with our Headteacher, Mrs
Maria Delany-White are encouraged and warmly welcomed.

Please contact The School Business Manager (01235 521558
or clomas2266@st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk) to request an
application pack. Closing date: Monday, 19t October 2020
at 4pm.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER DURING MASS:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive
You into my soul. Since I cannot today receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.

FRATELLI TUTTI -NEW ENCYCLICAL FROM POPE FRANCIS

Fratelli Tutti (Brothers and Sisters All) is the Encyclical Letter
of Pope Francis on fraternity and social friendship. It was
with these words that St Francis of Assisi addressed his
brothers and sisters and proposed to them a way of life
marked by the flavour of the Gospel. Of the counsels St
Francis offered, the Holy Father says that he would like to
select the one in which St Francis calls for a love that
transcends the barriers of geography and distance, and
declares blessed all those who love their brother. In his
simple and direct way, Saint Francis expressed the essence of
a fraternal openness that allows us to acknowledge,
appreciate and love each person, regardless of physical
proximity, regardless of where he or she was born or lives.
The documents and short video can be viewed on the News
page of our website.
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Keep in your prayers the children who
received the Sacrament of the
Holy Eucharist on 10t October.

Also please continue to pray for the 22 young
people who were recently Confirmed. )

(S

NHS COVID-19 APP:

The new NHS COVID-19 app is now available to
download for free on smartphone, in England and
Wales. If you have downloaded it, you are now able
to scan the code allocated to us, as you enter our
church. It is on the inside door and on the notice
board inside the church.

FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND:

Historically the economic impact of COVID 19 to
Christians in the Holy Land has been catastrophic.
The FHL office in Bethlehem is being inundated by
people seeking help. Unfortunately our
presentations and sales of Olive Wood Products
and Christmas card sales have had to be cancelled
in parishes. However we are going to proceed to
sell the Christmas Cards (£3.25 packet of 10).
Contact any of the following:

Mary Mulqueen: 01235 534873 or 07857386398
Ann Green: 01235 520171 or ann.green@zen.co.uk
Clare Calnan: 01235 524861 or 07810192267
Thank you most sincerely for supporting our
brothers and sisters in The Holy Land, it really does
make a difference to their lives.

JOURNEYING TOGETHER IN FAITH

This course takes place on Mondays from 6.30pm
to 7.30pm online using Zoom. It is open to
anybody interested in growing their faith and is
suitable for those who have completed the RCIA
course as well. The format is one of discussion,
sometimes watching a short video, and generally
spending a little contemplative time together. For
information and details, email:
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk

INSPIRATION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Venerable Carlo Acutis (1991-2006), will be
beatified in the Basilica of San Francesco, in Assisi,
on October 10th, at 4pm. At the age of 11, deeply
moved by the Eucharistic miracle of Lanciano,
Carlo, a daily communicant from his First Holy
Communion and a computer genius, decided to
collate all Eucharistic miracles and create an online
and downloadable Exhibition. Shortly after
completing the project Carlo was diagnosed with
fulminant leukaemia, and he died a week later,
aged 15. His exhibition can be viewed at
www.miracolieucaristici.org

WE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF

e James Carey
e Graham Clipperton




