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SPOILER
ALERT!

(MARK 9:2-10)

Stained glass in Votivkirche in Vienna, Austria depicting the Transfiguration on Mount Tabor

In the Gospel tradition, the story of the transfiguration of Jesus stands
at the beginning of Jesus’ journey to Judaea and Jerusalem, where the
events of the paschal mystery will take place.

This incident corresponds to the narrative of Jesus’ baptism, which inaugurates his
mission in Galilee. There are several significant details: the high mountain is traditionally
a place of revelation and the cloud is a sign of the divine presence; Elijah and Moses
represent the Prophets and the Law of Jewish heritage; the heavenly voice speaks to

the disciples, whereas the baptism was a personal experience of Jesus himself; Jesus
commands the disciples to keep silent about what has transpired, this time, until he is
risen.

Mark tells us that Jesus was “transfigured”: his glorified body shines through his
garments, rendering them brilliantly white. Thus the three disciples are given a glimpse

of Jesus’ true identity. Their reaction is that of someone who has experienced something
of the divine: they are awestruck. But glory comes at a price: immediately after the abrupt
ending of the episode, a reference to the coming events in Jerusalem appears. The cross
makes its presence felt: the title "Son of Man” is usually associated with the suffering
Jesus. Jesus had spoken earlier about his future passion and in that context had given his
teaching on discipleship. Now he introduces the theme of “rising from the dead”, which
Peter, James and John discuss among themselves; but rising from the dead presupposes
the passion and death of Jesus which will precede it. B

Spend some time looking at the crucifix:
reflect on how it is the ultimate symbol of
Jesus' giving of himself in service to the
Father for our sake.

SAY
Speak, Lord, your servant

is listening.
(1 Samuel 3:9)

Year B » Psalter Week 2

REFLECT

f you want to watch and properly
I enjoy a film or the recording of

a sports event, there is nothing
worse than someone telling you the
ending or the final score. Sometimes
you will be warned that a “spoiler
alert” is coming and that you should
turn away now! This incident of the
transfiguration — or transformation — of
Jesus, which occurs at the mid-point
of his ministry, gives us a glimpse of
the end of the story. It shows us Jesus
Christ in glory, but sets this vision
against the background of his passion
and death, as he sets out on his
journey to Jerusalem and his destiny.
At this point, as we have set out on
our journey with Jesus through Lent,
we are also given an assurance — a
sneak preview — that Calvary will not
be the end of the story.

The words of the voice from the cloud
are addressed to us today, “This is
my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.”
Jesus has spoken in the Gospel about
the cost of being his disciple and
taking up the cross and following him.

Occasionally, we may experience a
strong sense of the presence of God

in our lives, but this feeling does not
usually last very long. Peter’s reaction
to the vision of the glorified Jesus is to
build tents to prolong the experience,
but this is not to be. Peter, like
ourselves, has to come down from the
mountain, back to normal life. ®

LEARN

The text of the Gospel talks about Jesus
being “transfigured” in the presence of his
disciples.

Elijah is the figure who represents
the prophetic tradition of lsrael:
Moses personifies the Law, the Torah.

The site of the transfiguration is traditionally
located at Mount Tabor, the highest peak in
the Holy Land.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face.
It is your face, O Lord, that | seek;

hide not your face from me.

COLLECT

0 God, who have commanded us

to listen to your beloved Son,

be pleased, we pray,

to nourish us inwardly by your word,

that, with spiritual sight made pure,

we may rejoice to behold your glory.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING  Genesis 22:1-2.9-13.

15-18

A reading from the book of Genesis.

God put Abraham to the test. “Abraham,
Abraham” he called. “Here | am” he replied.
“Take your son,” God said, “your only child
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Maoriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt
offering, on a mountain | will point out to
you.”

When they arrived at the place God had
pointed out to him, Abraham built an altar
there and arranged the wood. Then he
stretched out his hand and seized the knife to
kill his son.

But the angel of the Lord called to him from
heaven. “Abraham, Abraham” he said. "l am
here” he replied. “Do not raise your hand
against the boy, the angel said. “Do not harm
him, for now | know you fear God. You have
not refused me your son, your only son.”
Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught
by its horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram
and offered it as a burnt-offering in place of
his son.

The angel of the Lord called Abraham
a second time from heaven. “| swear by
my own self — it is the Lord who speaks -
because you have done this, because you
have not refused me your son, your only
son, | will shower blessings on you, | will
make your descendants as many as the
stars of heaven and the grains of sand on
the seashore. Your descendants shall gain
possession of the gates of their enemies.

All the nations of the earth shall bless
themselves by your descendants, as a reward
for your obedience.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
PSALM Psalm 115
Response:

| will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.

a | trusted, even when | said:
“l am sorely afflicted.”
Q precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his faithful. (R.)

e Your servant, Lord, your servant am [;
you have loosened my bonds.
A thanksgiving sacrifice | make:
| will call on the Lord’s name. (R.)
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€D My vows to the Lord | will fulfil
before all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem. (R.)

SECOND READING  Romans 8:31-34

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans.

With God on our side who can be against

us? Since God did not spare his own Son,

but gave him up to benefit us all, we may

be certain, after such a gift, that he will not
refuse anything he can give. Could anyone
accuse those that God has chosen? When
God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could
Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us - he
rose from the dead, and there at God's right
hand he stands and pleads for us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

From the bright cloud the Father's voice was
heard:

“This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him!”

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

GOSPEL Mark 9:2-10

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to
Mark.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and
John and led them up a high mountain
where they could be alone by themselves.
There in their presence he was transfigured:
his clothes became dazzlingly white, whiter
than any earthly bleacher could make them.
Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they
were talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to
Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said “it is wonderful for
us to be here; so let us make three tents, one
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
He did not know what to say; they were so
frightened. And a cloud came, covering them
in shadow; and there came a voice from the
cloud, "This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen
to him.” Then suddenly, when they looked
round, they saw no one with them any more
but only Jesus.

As they came down the mountain he
warned them to tell no one what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen
from the dead. They observed the warning
faithfully, though among themselves they
discussed what “rising from the dead” could
mean.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
{all bow during the next twa lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
bom of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
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he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everdasting. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May this sacrifice, O Lord, we pray,

cleanse us of our faults

and sanctify your faithful in body and mind
for the celebration of the paschal festivities.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

This is my beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased;

listen to him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

As we receive these glorious mysteries,

we make thanksgiving to you, O Lord,

for allowing us while still on earth

to be partakers even now of the things of
heaven.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Concordat cum ariginali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy C5sR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, &
2010 Intermational Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible wersion of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail andior Geoffray Chapman Ltd. Publizhed in Ireland by Redemptorist

Communications fwww.redcome.orgl; Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (waww.rpbooks.co.uk)



Our Lady & St Edmund of Abingdon
1 Radley Rd, Abingdon on Thames, Oxon, 0X14 3PL

We are a LiveSimply parish aiming to live Simply, Sustainably and in Solidarity with the Poor

Parish Priest: Fr. Jamie McGrath Tel: 01235 520375

Parish Secretary: Lisa Paterson Tel: 01235 520375

Office Hours: 10.30am-12.30pm Tuesday to Friday

Office Email: abingdon@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

We live stream all services

Safeguarding Team: Tel. 07572 935 230

Visits at JR Hospital: Priest/Chaplain 01865 221732

Visits and Help: Society of Vincent de Paul Group, contact via Parish Office

Parish Website: www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk

Primary School: St. Edmund’s School, Radley Road, Abingdon, 0X14 3PP Tel 521558
Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Reg. Charity No 246871 www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

Please note that during this pandemic period, and until
further notice, the Parish Office opening hours will be
from Tuesdays to Fridays from 10.30am to 12.30pm.

2nd Week of Lent (Year B)

Attendance through booking system only, but also
available on our live stream

Outside of these times, Fr Jamie will respond to urgent Sunday 28 February
phone messages as soon as he can. 10.15am  Mass (Stephen Harrold, RIP)
( 6.30pm Mass (Win & Don Heath, RIP)
PRIVATE PRAYER
Monday 1 March St David

We are blessed that the church can be open, but for

private prayer only, on the following days and times: dam Mass (Bill Guckian, RIP)
T Tu.esdays: 12pm to 1pm Tuesday 2 March
i F”days" 12pm to 1pm NO Mass See: www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/english-

martyrs-vale-of-white-horse for other masses

MASS BOOKINGS: Wednesday 3 March
On Monday 15t March you can book for Masses from 7pm Mass (Sheila Delany, RIP)
Sunday 7t to Saturday 13t March.

. Thursday 4 March
PLEASE remember to give as many dates and urscay are .
. 9.30am Mass (Sandra Oliver & Sandra Kolb
times when you could attend, and book on the Monday intentions)
- otherwise you may be disappointed. We are currently
limited to 20 people at each Mass. Also be clear on the Friday 5 March
number of people you are booking for and let us know if 7pm Mass (Bill Guckian, RIP)
you would like to attend more than one Mass during the
week. Saturday 6 March

HOW T BOOK FORMASS| |~ """

No Internet Access?
Phone 07395 946827 EACH MONDAY between 10am and 11am ONLY
to book a place for the FOLLOWING week

Have Internet Access?

DON'T phone. Instead, email: ,
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk :

EACH MONDAY, to book a place for the FOLLOWING week SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER:

My Jesus, [ believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
today receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. [ embrace You as if You
were already there, and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

NEWSLETTERS

Please remember that we are currently still not able to
offer newsletters or any other printed material in church.
Please bring your own with you if you would like to (you
can download it from our website).



FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

At present it is not possible to prepare our children for
their First Holy Communion and this may not be
possible until 2022. However we would like to have an
idea of how many children will wish to be prepared
once we can get started again. To give us an indication,
could you please tell us the name and age of your
child/children and give us a contact phone and email
address. We can then compile a list and be able to
contact you with news about when we can re-start.

Please send this information to Errol Midwinter Phone
01235522679 or email errolm@btinternet.com

EAST) FAST, PRAY
DAY and GIVE

LENT FAMILY FAST DAY

The CAFOD Lent Family Fast Day is/was on 26t
February. There is more information and a short video
on the News page of our website. You can make
donations using this link cafod.org.uk/lent but if you
are unable to access that but would like to make a
donation, you should send it directly to: CAFOD head
office, Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road,
London, SE1 7/B (please do not leave your donations
at the church).

CENTRE FOR APPLIED CARMELITE SPIRITUALITY

Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 SHB

PRAYER COURSES

The Centre for Applied Carmelite Spirituality (CACS)
are offering two new prayer courses that will begin on
20th March this year. To access the information, go to
the News page of our website if you can, or visit:
https://www.carmelite.uk.net/online-courses/

LENTEN PRAYER - WEEK 2

Lord, during this Lenten Season, nourish me with Your Word of
life and make me one with You in love and prayer. Fill my heart
with Your love and keep me faithful to the Gospel of Christ.
Give me the grace to rise above my human weakness. Give me
new life by Your Sacraments, especially the Mass.
Amen.

LENTEN REFLECTIONS

Lent is a time of Hope and Healing! The light and
promise of Eastertide shines ever more brightly in the
darkness.

We invite you to join our parish 2021 Lenten ‘Hope and
Healing’ Prayer and Reflections by zoom.

The course will continue every Thursday throughout
Lent and will include a variety of reflections, scripture,
Sycamore films, and the opportunity for prayer.
Everyone is welcome to join all or any of the sessions
and people can choose whether to participate in
various discussions and sharing or can simply listen
and reflect if they prefer.

Hope and Healing will be hosted by the parish RCIA
team and anyone interested should contact Pauline on
pehanley@hotmail.com or call 07506 753085 to
register for the zoom link.
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LENTEN PROJECTS

Our fundraising for our Lenten projects was cut off
abruptly last year due to the pandemic! The sum raised
by that point was £2,678.40 - less than a third of what
we are usually able to raise! The PPC has therefore
made the decision to keep the same projects for this
year as we did for last year. These were 5t Gospel
Christians, a charity that works to support Christians
in the Middle East, particularly the Iraqi Christian
refugees currently in Jordan, and BeSpace, a small
Oxfordshire based charity that works to provide
reflective, interactive prayer spaces in all primary and
secondary schools in Oxfordshire.

As areminder, information on these two charities is
available on the What’s On section of our website.

It is not feasible with the current restrictions to fund
raise in the usual way. However, individuals and
families are encouraged to find creative ways to fund
raise for themselves, or to put money in a ‘pot’ during
Lent. There will then be an opportunity at the end of
Lent (information to be given later) to make your
donation online or using the gift aid pink envelope if
you have one, or simply putting it in any envelope
clearly marked ‘Lenten Projects’.

WE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF
Richard Cox



