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THE WORD

Today's Gospel describes the return of the Twelve whom Jesus sent out

on mission. After they return, Jesus suggests they go away to a deserted
place to recover, reflect and pray. Time apart in a deserted place will help
the Twelve to understand more fully the mission they now share with him.

So Jesus and his disciples set out across the Sea of Galilee by boat. But the plan fails
spectacularly. Seeing the boat, people recognise who the passengers are and race around
the lake to meet Jesus and the disciples when they reach land. Mark says that the people
came “from every town" around the lake. This is his way of letting us know just how
popular Jesus was.

Mark says that Jesus “took pity on them”. In Greek the text reads that “he was moved
with compassion for them in his inward parts”. In the Hebrew wav of associating feelings
to parts of the body, compassion was always associated with the womb. In the case of
men, it was the intestine. While that may seem strange to us, it means that when Jesus
sees the people gathered, he has such compassion for them that he feels it in the pit of his
stomach. It's a really strong statement of the degree of feeling Jesus has for the people.

His reason for such a strong feeling is that the people "were like sheep without a
shepherd”. This phrase is used in the Old Testament to describe the people of Israel
whenever they suffered from failed or negligent leadership. But Jesus will not fail and he
will not neglect God's people. He will be the true shepherd. B

REFLECT

C are for people who were poor and
oppressed was central to Jesus’

life and ministry. He identified

with them. He was born in poverty in

an obscure town of a colonised country.
He mixed with those on the margins —
sinners, prostitutes, sick people, outcasts
— to stress that nobody was excluded
from God's love. He washed feet, a
demeaning task reserved for servants and
slaves. He died a failure. All Jesus said
and did pointed to a new way of living in
accord with God's vision of a kingdom of
justice, love and peace. To act justly is key
to Jesus' vision.

than with what it teaches about social
justice. But the Church has formulated

a wonderful body of teaching on social
justice, stretching back to Pope Leo

XII's encyclical Rerum Novarum in

1891. This teaching embraces issues
from workers’ rights to the dangers of
unregulated capitalism, from care for the
politically and economically oppressed to
opposition to capital punishment. In 2015,
Pope Francis published the first papal
encyclical devoted to the environment,
Laudato Si", placing care for the earth as
a central tenet of the Church's mission.

The biblical emphasis on God's care
for the poor and for all creation is the
basis for the Church’s focus on social
issues and for its pro-life stance. In

It's unfortunate that Catholics and non-
Catholics alike tend to be maore familiar
with what the Church teaches about sex
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SAY

“Lord, help me to be
compassionate as you are

compassionate. Amen.”

The biblical phrase “like sheep without a
shepherd” describes those suffering from
ineffective or defective leadership. Pray for
those in authority in our Church, that they
will be the kind of leaders we need.

The Church teaches that action for justice is
a constitutive part of living the Gospel. It is
integral to the Christian way of life. Sharing
God's vision, we confront injustice wherever
we encounter it. We defend those who are
poor and voiceless. We always work for the
good of all.

Visit {or FaceTime} someone who is sick this
week, or in need of a kind word or support.

his letter Gaudete et Exsultate, Pope
Francis stresses the need to protect the
unborn. He goes on to say: "Equally
sacred, however, are the lives of the poor,
those already born, the destitute, the
abandoned and the underprivileged, the
vulnerable infirm and elderly exposed to
covert euthanasia, the victims of human
trafficking, new forms of slavery, and
every form of rejection.” What Pope
Francis is saying is that God's justice and
compassion extends from womb to tomb.
Jesus ached with compassion for all who
suffered. Following the example of Jesus,
the Good Shepherd, we also look with
compassion on those who need our help.
We seek to ease their burdens. B
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

See, | have God for my help.

The Lord sustains my soul.

| will sacrifice to you with willing heart,

and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

Show favour, O Lord, to your servants

and mercifully increase the gifts of your
grace,

that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,

they may be ever watchful in keeping your
commands.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:1-6

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

“Doom for the shepherds who allow the
flock of my pasture to be destroyed and
scattered - it is the Lord who speaks! This,
therefore, is what the Lord, the God of Israel
says about the shepherds in charge of my
people: You have let my flock be scattered
and go wandering and have not taken care
of them. Right, | will take care of you for

your misdeeds — it is the Lord who speaks!
But the remnant of my flock | myself will
gather from all the countries where | have
dispersed them, and will bring them back

to their pastures: they shall be fruitful and
increase in numbers. | will raise up shepherds
to look after them and pasture them; no fear,
no terror for them any more; not one shall be
lost — it is the Lord who speaks!

“See, the days are coming - it is the Lord
who speaks —
when | will raise a virtuous Branch for David
who will reign as true king and be wise,
practising honesty and integrity in the land.
In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel dwell in confidence.
And this is the name he will be called:
The Lord-our-integrity.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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PSALM Psalm 22

Response:
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.

o The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)

9 He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If | should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would | fear.
You are there with your crook and your
staff;
with these you give me comfort. (R.]

a You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)

a Surely goodness and kindness shall
follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

SECOND READING Ephesians 213-18

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians.

In Christ Jesus, you that used to be so far
apart from us have been brought very close,
by the blood of Christ. For he is the peace
between us, and has made the two into one
and broken down the barrier which used to
keep them apart, actually destroying in his
own person the hostility caused by the rules
and decrees of the Law. This was to create
one single New Man in himself out of the two
of them and by restoring peace through the
cross, to unite them both in a single Body
and reconcile them with God. In his own
person he killed the hostility. Later he came
to bring the good news of peace, peace to
you who were far away and peace to those
who were near at hand. Through him, both of
us have in the one Spirit our way to come to
the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

The sheep that belong to me listen to my
voice

says the Lord,

| know them and they follow me.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mark 6:30-34

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark.

The apostles rejoined Jesus and told him
all they had done and taught. Then he said
to them, "You must come away to some
lonely place all by yourselves and rest for a
while”; for there were so many coming and
going that the apostles had no time even to
eat. So they went off in a boat to a lonely
place where they could be by themselves.
But people saw them going, and many could
guess where; and from every town they all
hurried to the place on foot and reached it
before them. So as he stepped ashore he
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saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them
because they were like sheep without a
shepherd, and he set himself to teach them at
some length.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

0 God, who in the one perfect sacrifice

brought to completion varied offerings of the
law,

accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your
faithful servants

and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts of
Abel,

so that what each has offered to the honour
of your majesty

may benefit the salvation of all.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONIMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Graciously be present to your people, we
pray, O Lord,

and lead those you have imbued with
heavenly mysteries

to pass from former ways to newness of life.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Gerry Moloney CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 Intarnational Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubledsy & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chepman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist

Communications (www.redcoms.org); Publizhed in the UK by Redamptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)
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We are a LiveSimply parish aiming to live Simply, Sustainably and in Solidarity with the Poor

Parish Priest:
Parish Secretary:
Office Hours:
Office Email:

We live stream all services

Fr. Jamie McGrath
Lisa Paterson

Safeguarding Team: Tel. 07572 935 230

Visits at JR Hospital: Priest/Chaplain 01865 221732
Visits and Help:
Parish Website: www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk

Primary School:

Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Reg. Charity No 246871

Society of Vincent de Paul Group, contact via Parish Office

St. Edmund’s School, Radley Road, Abingdon, 0X14 3PP Tel 521558

Tel: 01235 520375
Tel: 01235 520375

10.30am-12.30pm Tuesday to Friday
abingdon@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Confessions: Saturdays 11.00 - 11.30am or by appointment

PARISH OFFICE

Please note that the parish office will be closed from
Friday 30t July to Friday 13t August.

MASS BOOKINGS:

The Mass booking system will cease to operate
from, and including, Monday 19t July, when you
will be able to attend Masses as and when you wish.
Please note that the government recommends that face
masks/coverings continue to be worn in indoor public
spaces.

From Sunday 25th July, the 8.45am Mass on Sundays
will resume.

NEWSLETTERS

[tems for the newsletter should be sent to the parish
office by the Wednesday of each week please. Due to the
office closure dates (see above), if you have anything
which you would like to be included in the newsletters
for that period, please ensure that you send it to the
parish office (email address above) by Wednesday 28th

July.

CONFESSIONS

This is still by appointment for now. Please contact the
parish office to make an appointment. Contact details
are in the header of this newsletter. From Saturday
24t July, Confessions will resume on Saturdays
between 11am and 11.30am in the Church or by
appointment.

16t Week of Ordinary Time (Year B)

Attendance on Sunday through booking system
only, but also available on our live stream

Sunday 18 July
10.15am  Mass (Stanislaw Dyjak, RIP)
2.00pm Mass in Polish

6.30pm Mass (Sandra Austric, RIP)

Monday 19 July
8.30am Rosary

9am Mass (George Keoghan, RIP)

Tuesday 20 July

NO Mass See: www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/english-
martyrs-vale-of-white-horse for other Masses

Wednesday 21 July

6.30pm Rosary

7pm Mass (Pat & Geoff Castle Special
Intentions - wedding anniversary)

Thursday 22 July St Mary Magdalene

9.00am Rosary

9.30am Mass (Michael Carden, RIP

1st anniversary)

Friday 23 July St Bridget of Sweden
6.30pm Rosary

7pm Mass (Rose Langridge intentions)
Saturday 24 July

1lam Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
11-11.30am Confessions

12pm Mass (Special intention)

WE REJOICE AND ARE cLAD-

(Psalm 117:24)
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PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS

This week we pray for a greater appreciation of the
richness of every vocation to love Christ and that more
men and women will respond to His invitation to follow
Him as priests, deacons and consecrated religious.

The Lord says, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power
is made perfect in weakness.” God does not call the
qualified, he qualifies the called. If you think he may be
calling you, contact Cn. John Cooke at
vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or call 01329 318
869.

GVJ)NDPAREN’S
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FIRST WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS

Pope Francis has established a World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly on Sunday 25th July.

The Catholic Grandparents Association has been at the
forefront in campaigning for a greater recognition of
Grandparents for their role and vocation in passing on
their faith to the next generation. Grandparents and the
elderly are often overlooked, but this new day in the
Universal Church calendar is a momentous
achievement for Grandparents and the elderly and will
hopefully reassure them that they are loved and that
they are needed. You can read the papal message via
the link on the News page of our website.

THRIVE TEAM IN SOUTH ABINGDON

If you are a regular donor to Thrive, which works with
young people in South Abingdon, please note that they
would now like to move your monthly donation to
support Innovista GB where Matt Warmington will
continue to invest his time and his talent. This transfer
will happen automatically on the 1 September 2021
unless they hear from you at hello@innovista.org
before then.

CAKE AND CONVERSATION GROUP

Sadly, this group, which has been based from the parish
for many years, will come to an end as we know it.
However, those involved would love to see some sort of
regular, inclusive social opportunities for those whose
first language is not English, and/or also for welcoming
new parishioners. If a group of you would like to
explore this further, would you please come forward
and let us know via the parish office - and feel
encouraged and supported by the whole parish.

On Wednesday 21st July the group are having a brunch
bring-and-share picnic between 9.30 and 11am on the
grassy area next to the Parish Centre. Please feel free to
join them. Soft drinks provided. If you would like
further information, please contact Anne Dodd
(525997)

CHURCH CLEANERS

As we resume normal functioning, we would like to
restart a rota for cleaning the church. If you would like
to volunteer, please could you give your name and
contact details to the parish office as soon as possible
(abingdon@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk). You will most
likely only be needed on a fortnightly basis and it
would be helpful if you could let us know your
preferred day(s) when you would be able to clean.

CHURCH GROUPS

Our parish website is currently being updated. Please
could you have a look at all the entries in the Groups
section, especially if you are a representative for any of
the groups, and let us know of any necessary changes
as soon as possible. If you are part of a group which is
missing, or you would like to start a group, please could
you also get in touch and let us know. Please use the
email: contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk. Thank
you.

NEW TO THE PARISH?

We warmly welcome all new parishioners who have
joined our parish in the last year. Please do make
yourselves known if you have not already done so, and
also let us know if you would like to contribute to
parish life in any way. You can use the form on our
website to register:
www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/register

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Our Parish Day, which had to be postponed, is now
planned for Sunday 12t September. This will be a
wonderful opportunity to welcome and meet new
parishioners and to re-establish contact with existing
ones after this long pandemic period. We pray that
plans for this day will be fruitful. More information will
be given nearer the time.

VACANCIES

e Our Lady’s Abingdon School seeks a permanent,
part-time (approx. 0.5) Teacher of Religious
Studies for September 2021. The successful
candidate will have experience teaching the subject
to GCSE level, and ideally beyond. There may also be
the opportunity of increased hours with chaplaincy
work. For further details and application pack
please visit the School website:
www.olab.org.uk/about-us/job-vacancies/ Closing
date for applications: Monday 26 July.

e QOur Lady’s Abingdon has two part-time vacancies
for Minibus Drivers/Site Managers. We are
looking for reliable, enthusiastic and proactive
individuals to work either 6.30am to 12.30pm, or
12.00 noon to 6.00pm in this job-share role. For
further details and application pack please visit the
School website: www.olab.org.uk/about-us/job-
vacancies/ Closing date for applications: Monday
26 July.



