
 



 

 
 
 



PARISH OFFICE: The Parish Office is closed until further 
notice. More information as we get it. 
 
ROSARY RELAY RALLY: Pope Francis is encouraging 
Catholics to pray the Rosary in their family homes during 
the month of May, especially when the Pandemic is 
making us aware of the value of our families and making 
it possible for us to pray together in lockdown at home. 
He encourages simple Rosaries and joining online Rosary 
initiatives to pray to Our Lady for deliverance from 
Covid-19 and he has composed two prayers for this 
intention. These can be accessed on our website news 
page. The Pentecost Sunday National Rosary Rally, will 
run from 9.00am to 9.00pm across Scotland, England and 
Wales. Our Diocese has been asked to pray a Rosary 
Hour at 12 noon this Sunday, and you are invited to do 
this with others in our parish. Just email 
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk  to get the 
joining in link. 
 
RCIA: The RCIA in Abingdon is there to help those adults 
who are thinking of becoming a Catholic or who are 
baptised Catholics but who have missed Holy 
Communion or Confirmation. There is an online meeting 
on Monday 21st June at 7pm, when you can have an 
informal discussion and find out more about how we 
welcome people into the Catholic Church. Please contact 
pehanley@hotmail.com for further details and the 
meeting link. 
 
FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND: The local chairman of 
The Friends of the Holy Land (FHL) organisation says that, 
due to Covid-19, the usual fund raising events cannot 
take place. Meanwhile, the impact of the virus on 
Christians in the Holy Land is devastating as so many rely 
on the income from pilgrimages and tourists. The Charity 
has launched the FHL Pentecost Challenge to raise funds 
before Pentecost on 31 May. Three long standing 
supporters have pledged to match fund the first 
£100,000, so every £1 you donate will have the impact of 
£2. If you would like to donate, please do so using this 
link: https://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/pentecost-
challenge.  Please be generous. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady & St Edmund of Abingdon 
1 Radley Rd, Abingdon on Thames, Oxon, OX14 3PL 

We are a LiveSimply parish aiming to live Simply, Sustainably and in Solidarity with the Poor 
 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Jamie McGrath    Tel: 01235 520375 
Parish Secretary: Lisa Paterson   Tel: 01235 520375 
Office Hours: 9am-12pm Monday to Friday 
Office Email: abingdon@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
We live stream most services (the 10.15am Mass on the first Sunday of every month is not live streamed).  
Safeguarding Team: Tel. 07572 935 230 
Visits at JR Hospital: Fr Pius 01865 221732 
Visits and Help: Society of Vincent de Paul Group, contact via Parish Office  
Parish Website:      www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk 
Primary School:                   St. Edmund’s School, Radley Road, Abingdon, OX14 3PP Tel 521558 
 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Reg. Charity No 246871                  www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

 

 
FOODBANKS: The Foodbank at Northcourt Road 
is open on Tuesday and Friday Mornings.  
Donations can be brought there between 9.30 
and 1.00 pm, and parcels can be collected 
between 11.00 and 1.00 pm. On Wednesday the 
South Abingdon Foodbank is open between 1.00 
and 2.30 at Preston Road Community Centre.  

You can either drop donations off at Northcourt 
Road or contact us to pick them up from your 
doorstep by emailing: contact@ourladyand 
stedmund.org.uk 
 

ABINGDON COMMUNITY FRIDGE: The Health & 
Wellbeing Centre, Audlett Drive, is open each 
weekday 10.30 - 11.30 am. It distributes surplus 
food from supermarkets. 

PENTECOST – 9th week of Ordinary Time 
All these Masses are live streamed only 

Sunday 31 May    (Pentecost Sunday) 

10.15am Mass (James John Ryce,  RIP) 
 

Monday 1 June  (The Blessed Virgin Mary,  
  Mother of the Church)  
9am Mass (Pat Cox,  RIP) 
 

Tuesday 2 June   
NO Mass    See: www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/thames-
isis-pastoral-area for other masses  
 

Weds 3 June      (St Charles Lwanga & Companions)   
7pm Mass (Vincent Collins,  RIP) 
 
Thursday 4 June  (Our Lord Jesus Christ, the  
    Eternal High Priest)   
9.30am Mass   (Julia Rind,  RIP) 
    

Friday 5 June   (St Boniface) 

7pm Mass    (Ann Goodwill,  RIP) 
 

Saturday 6 June     
9am Mass   (Celia Parker,  Intentions) 



Future Diary Dates 
No events at the moment. 

Youth Events 
YOUTH GROUPS 
The Saturday youth groups will stop meeting for now. 
We will let you know when they resume through our 
parish newsletter. 

Reminders of future events are always included in the 
parish weekly newsletter and the full programme can be 
viewed in the youth section on our parish website at: 
www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/events 
More info: bhabayeb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

LENTEN FUNDRAISING DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARIES 

•  All events are postponed.   
 

 

WE PRAY FOR: 

The repose of the souls of: 

 Ron Moss 

 Rosemary Payne 

 James Ryce 

 Raimondo Raimondi  

 Richard Claridge 

 Michael & Mary Haughton 

We also pray for the families of the recently deceased 
 

NO INTERNET?  CAN’T ACCESS LIVE STREAM 
MASS? 

St Mary’s Cathedral in Middlesbrough have a 
‘Dial-a-Mass’ system. When someone phones the 
number, they hear a brief message welcoming 
them and then a recording of the Sunday Mass 
said by the Bishop of Middlesbrough in his 
cathedral then begins. The Knights of St Columba 
Council 29 is funding the service, which the 
diocese believes is the first in England that 
doesn’t require special access codes. 

If you know of anyone who could benefit from 
this service, please pass on the number to them: 
01642 130120. Please let them know that call 
charges are at local rates – or ‘free’ if included in 
the person’s allocated minutes. Also, the Mass can 
be listened to at any time and day from midday 
on Sundays, but it is always the same Sunday 
Mass for that week. 
 

If you are aware of anyone who cannot access 
the Internet, please let us know so that the 
parish can find an alternative way to get 
information to them. You can do this by leaving 
a message on the parish office phone number. 

 
 
THE PRAYER AND LISTENING SERVICE: 

Sometimes it is difficult to pray when we are exhausted or in 
stressful situations or by ourselves. The diocese is offering a 
service where people fill in a short form on the diocese 
website requesting a phone call, of 10-15 minutes 
usually. Additionally, we are asking key workers if they would 
like to give us their name and work place and we will pray for 
them by name each day. Please go to the home page of the 
diocese website and under “Coronavirus” you can click on a 
box called “Prayer Support”.  
 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER DURING MASS:    

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen. 
 
BIBLE ALIVE: The June edition of this useful booklet that can 
help you to focus on the daily Mass readings, is now available. 
Obviously, you are unable to collect a copy from the church 
for now, but if you would like a copy put through your 
letterbox - or know somebody who would - please email your 
name and address to: contact@ourladyandstedmud.org.uk  – 
or if you have no access to email, leave a message on the 
parish office phone. 
 
WORKING AND PRAYING TOGETHER: 

 Praying the Rosary  together will continue every day 
during the month of June, at 8pm. For information on 
how you can join in, whenever you can and would like to, 
please email: 
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk 
 

 Mothers' Prayers continues through video conferencing 
or social networking. Email clare@claresimpson.com if you 
would like to join in. For Mothers’ Prayers in Spanish on 
Mondays at 11.30am, please email mamakolb@gmail.com 

 

 There is a page on our website for this year of "The God 
Who Speaks". From there you are able to access ten 
Sycamore videos made by Fr Stephen Wang. Sycamore is 
an informal course about the Christian faith and its 
relevance for life today. It gives you space to explore your 
beliefs, and think about questions that really matter. The 
page can be found in the ‘What’s On’ section. 

 

 The friendly Cake and Conversation group for those 
whose first language is not English has been continuing to 
meet via Zoom each Wednesday while the Parish Centre is 
closed. If you would like further information about the 
group please phone Anne on 525997, Angela on 532296 
or email abingdoncakeandconversation@gmail.com 

 
LENTEN PROJECTS:  The PPC have made the decision to 
postpone all Lenten projects fundraising until next year, 
when we will support the same projects that were named for 
this year. 

Parish Events for the Week 

   
NO EVENTS IN THE PARISH CENTRE UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. 
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