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INTRODUCTION  Hilary Webb, Secretary, PPC 

This has been a busy year in the parish, with several new 

events and initiatives running alongside more 

established programmes. Below you will find reports 

from quite a number of these. It has not proved possible 

to gather reports from all parish groups, but we aim to 

include more each year, supplementing all the excellent 

articles that are loaded to the website and parish blog. 

Our mission has been greatly enhanced this year by the live streaming of 

Masses and the greatly increased use of the website since its impressive 

redevelopment, as described in Barbara Habayeb’s report below.  

One of the highlights of the year was, as ever, our parish day in July. What a 

wonderful morning this 

was! We celebrated 

Mass with joyful and 

prayerful singing, 

renewed our covenant 

with the poor and 

presented the Lenten 

project cheques to the 

three charities we 

supported. Above all, 

we thanked Fr Rob 

Stewart for all he had 

done in the short two 

years he was with us. 

Needless to say, we 

were very sorry to see 

Fr Rob move to 

Guernsey, but he will always be remembered - and welcomed - in our parish. 

I would like to thank my fellow member of the PPC, Stephen Oliver, for helping 

me to put together this report and hope that in this new format it will reach 

more parishioners than before. On behalf of all of us, I would especially like to 

thank Fr Jamie for everything he does for our parish and the unstinting support 

he gives the PPC. 
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Alpha    Report: Clare Simpson 

We ran two Alpha courses in the Lent term in two 

houses. The courses were very helpful for the four 

people going through the RCIA programme, for those 

returning to the Catholic faith and those of no faith. 

Feedback included the following comments: 

"I was a Catholic but moved away but something was 

missing.  I heard of Alpha.  Wonderful to bring questions 

and get answers and peace, and I now want to raise my children in the faith." 

"People are at different stages of their religion and I like that.  I loved the meal, 

wine, civilised, it was the highlight of my week." 

"I now have knowledge and read the Bible." 

"I have had a crisis of faith and it has helped renew my faith." 

"l came because friends recommended it.  I wanted a group to share my faith 

with. I felt empty though I went to mass once a week.  It was liberating." 

Over the summer we met with the other Christian churches in the town and 

decided to run a launch supper at The Spice Valley restaurant and we helped 

organise the event for 100 people.  We are currently running three Alpha 

courses in the Autumn Term, with the majority of guests non-Christians.  We 

are sharing the Holy Spirit Day with the other Christian churches in November. 

 

Journeying Together in Faith Report: Barbara 

Habayeb 

This new programme is in its infancy, having only started 

at the end of September 2019. Its aim is to provide a 

forum for those who have completed the RCIA course or 

who just want to develop their faith, to meet and make 

the journey together by exploring common issues and 

questions so that we grow as disciples of Christ. The 

programme includes topics such as ‘Prayer and a personal relationship with 

Jesus’, ‘How to read the Bible’, ‘How to address spiritually dry periods’, ‘Our 

Lady and the Catholic Church’ – amongst many others. The programme (a copy 

of which is available on the ‘News’ section of our website and on the ‘Groups’ 



3 
 

section as well under ‘Faith Development’), will run until the middle of June 

2020 and is open to anyone, at any time, who would like to join in. 

 

Called and Gifted Report: Clare Simpson 

Five parishioners attended the Called and Gifted teaching in another parish 

and are now meeting as a small group, discerning their particular 

charisms.  This has led them to get involved in evangelistic activities in the 

parish. 

 

Week of Accompanied Prayer Report: Eileen Brooks 

Nineteen parishioners attended the week of accompanied prayer. Five prayer 
guides were available each day for individual sessions, which consisted of a 
combination of reading the gospels, meditation and discussion on our prayer 
life and relationship with God. At the closing meeting participants were given 
the opportunity to comment on what the week had meant for them.  This 
proved to be an emotional time as it soon became clear how we had all 
benefited from the experience. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society Report: Ben Osei 

During the past 12 months the parish SVP group has 

made a total of 339 visits: 28 to families, 90 to the 

elderly in their own homes, 150 to the elderly in 

residential care and 32 to people with mental health 

issues. We have given practical assistance in the form 

of money and transport, provided bus vouchers for the 

homeless to travel to Oxford, and some of our 

members have assisted the Catholic students in Oxford with lunches for the 

homeless. We have continued to support financially our ‘twin’ SVP conference 

in South Sudan.  

Here is a summary of donations received and expenditure for the last financial 

year:  

Balance brought forward:  £384.72. Total income:  £730.78. Expenditure:  

£803.25. Balance carried forward:  £312.25. 

We currently have 14 members, with one member having had to step down 

due to other commitments and one new member having joined this summer. 
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We had changes of officers during the year: Ben Osei, formerly Vice-President, 

took over as President as Andrew Nash’s five-year term as President had 

expired; Andrew has become Vice-President. Peter Delaney stepped down as 

Secretary and was replaced by Barbara Habayeb. Philippa Foster stepped down 

as Treasurer and was replaced by Joanne Hyland.  

During the year one of our members also assisted in setting up a new SVP 

conference in the nearby parish of St.Birinus, Dorchester.  

 

Catenians  Report: Chris Bevan 

The Catenian Association is an international association 

of Catholic men who meet locally, at least once a month 

at local branches (or Circles) and who share common 

values. We call our members “brother” in recognition of 

the fraternal nature of our association. The current 

President of Oxford Circle, Paul Tierney, and Vice 

President Pat Mulqueen are parishioners of St Edmund’s. 

The welfare of our older members, wives and widows is a priority for the 

Circle; as well as praying for them we regularly visit them to maintain contact 

and support them in any we can. 

The association has been praying over the past years for canonisation of Blssd. 

John Henry, Cardinal Newman and a number of Oxford Catenians and wives 

travelled to Rome to 

be present at his 

canonisation. 

The Oxford Circle 

covers 22 parishes in 

south and west 

Oxfordshire, and we 

have been working 

hard to build the 

awareness of the 

association and Oxford 

Circle. In our parish, 

we were present at the 

parish day in July, established a regular presence in the weekly newsletter and 

recently promoted our bursary fund at all Masses.  
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We actively seek new members. Anyone interested in finding out more should 

email enquiries@oxfordshire-cateniains.uk, contact Paul Tierney, Pat 

Mulqueen, Finbarr Calnan, Chris Bevan, John Dowling, Gerry Brady, John Levi, 

Mike Greaney, John Cunliffe or Rod Newman, or pick up a leaflet from the 

table at the back of the church. 

Church in Abingdon (CiA) Report: Margaret Hancox 

The group meets 3-4 times each year with representatives 

from each church in Abingdon usually present. Our last 

meeting recalled the great contribution to CiA made over 

many years by Ed Evans, Pastor of Abingdon’s Community 

Church, who died recently, aged 42. Several parishioners 

represented St Edmund’s at his Memorial Service in 

Oxford.  

Events which took place in the year:  

 Christian Unity Week, United Service in Christ Church. Midday prayers at 

St Nic’s. 

 CiA Lent Lectures at Trinity given by Will Donaldson: subject was the 

Beatitudes. 

 Maundy Thursday shoe cleaning in town centre. 

 Good Friday procession through town centre. 

 Passion Play in Abbey grounds (supported by CiA). 

 Bereavement Service in St Edmund’s in November. £180 was collected 

for Sobel House. 

 CiA had a presence at Fun in the Park and Play Day in Southern Park. 

 Grants given to Desire (Youth Work), Abingdon Bridge, Street Pastors, 35 

Ock Street, Thrive, Experience Easter and Back to 35. 

Plans for 2019-20: 

 Alpha Courses are running in Christ Church/Abingdon Community 

Church, Peachcroft Christian Centre and St Edmund’s. 

 CiA Annual Bereavement Service:  Sunday 17 November 2019 at 3.00 pm 

at Abingdon Baptist Church.   

 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 19-25 January 2020. 

mailto:enquiries@oxfordshire-cateniains.uk
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 United Service, Sunday 19 Jan 2020, Christ Church, Northcourt Road, 

3.00 pm, led by Revd. Paul Smith. There will be refreshments and an 

exhibition of CiA task groups after the service. 

 Midday prayers, Monday 20 – Friday 24 January 2020, St Nic’s, 12.00 

noon. Clergy will lead the sessions. 

 Inter-church quiz, Friday 24 January 2020, St Michael’s Church, 7.30 pm.   

 World Day of Prayer 2020 will take place at Trinity Church on Friday 6 

March 2020.    

 

CiA Lent Lectures 2020: These will take place in March 2020 on Mondays (2, 9, 

16, 23 and 30 March) at 8.00 pm. Revd Dr Charles Miller will talk at St Helen’s 

Church, South Aisle on Pilgrimage to Vence: Henri Matisse’s ‘Chapel of the 

Rosary’ and the transformation of Christian art in the 20th century. They are 

open to everyone and CiA hopes all the churches in Abingdon will support 

these lectures next year and arrange their own Lent celebrations on alternative 

dates.  

 

Host Abingdon  Report: Margaret Hancox 

Host Abingdon works with the eight Syrian refugee family in the Vale who 

arrived almost three years ago via David Cameron’s funded scheme. Some St 

Edmund’s parishioners provide volunteer English language lessons for the 

families. A network of Family Support volunteers visit the families weekly to 

help them deal with financial and administrative matters.  

However, our parish sought a more direct involvement with refugees and the 

opportunity came when another Syrian family (unfunded) arrived in Abingdon 

in March. This (Christian) family consists of the parents and three teenage 

children, aged 19, 16 and 12. During the summer we facilitated language 

lessons for the parents and social outings for the children.  A volunteer English 

teacher continues to give the younger children English lessons in their home 

and the older teenager plus the parents continue English lessons in Oxford. The 

parents have secured part-time jobs in Oxford and the parish has been paying 

for bus passes. We organised 4 bikes, a shopping trolley, temporary access to 

the Food Bank and extra part-time work. 

Our aim is to help the family improve their English so that the parents can get 

better, full-time jobs, and integrate into society here. We are also looking at 

ways to assist the children in adjusting to our education system. 
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Church Twinning Report:  Anne Dodd 

Every year a committee made up of representatives from all the churches in 

Abingdon organises visits to and from our twin towns. This year being one in 

which the Abingdon Passion Play was performed, an invitation was sent out to 

churches in all the twin towns to come and see it. 18 people responded from 

Sint Niklaas and Argentan in Normandy. Our programme also included a very 

lively barn dance to break the ice at the start of the visit; a cheese, cider and 

beer tasting was put on by the Belgian and French visitors impressively working 

in partnership. The exchanges always end with an ecumenical service and 

social event, which this year was held at All Saints’ church.  

Many people, including parishioners of St Edmund’s, offered to host meals or 

accompany the visitors, thus widening the range of people who help form 

friendships and understanding between us. In September, a small group of 

Abingdonians went on a long weekend visit to Argentan, which was deemed 

the most successful exchange ever arranged between these two towns’ church 

communities. It has been the turn of the St Edmund’s banner to hang in the 

Abingdon Chapel of the main church of Saint Germain over the past year.  

Two visits are planned for 2020 – to Sint Niklaas in April and Oberammergau in 

July, to see the very different kinds of passion play there. 

 

Youth Groups  Report: Barbara Habayeb 

Work with the youth 

groups has intensified, 

with between 10 and 

25 young people 

attending the youth 

group sessions on a 

Saturday afternoon on 

a roughly fortnightly 

basis during school 

term time. There are 

now two groups in our parish. The ‘COOL’ group (Children of Our Lady) is for 

primary school children in years 3 to 6 and the St Edmund’s Knights group is for 

secondary school children. The children bond together, develop friendships, 

increase their awareness of belonging to and working with a community and 
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learn to love and serve Jesus through fun activities and active contributions to 

parish life where possible.  

The older members of the youth groups also participated in a Mini Pilgrimage 

from Abingdon to Boars Hill in May, praying on the journey and then playing 

team games and having fun around a camp fire. 

Confirmation preparation is run every two years and 21 young people are 

currently preparing for confirmation in a 12 week programme with additional 

dates for reflection, talks and social time. They will also be going on a retreat 

to Cold Ash at the end of January. 

During the last year the pastoral area youth worker and one parishioner 

worked with the DESIRE network of youth and schools workers in Abingdon 

secondary schools through lunch clubs. As of September this year, the 

parishioner continues to work with this group. 

The youth groups heavily rely on voluntary help from parishioners at each 

meeting and we are extremely grateful to those who contribute through this 

service. We are also very grateful for donations received. 

 

St Edmund’s Primary School Report: Maria Delany-White 

Prayer and Worship: The New Year began with the 

whole school Mass on 11th September. We celebrated 

our Harvest Mass on 16th October. We asked families to 

bring in donations for the Abingdon Emergency Food 

Bank as the charitable donation for the first half of this 

term. Our regular Monday Gospel worship continues as 

usual and it includes the Medjugorje peace rosary, 

which is said every week and led by different groups of children. We also have 

our class worship on Tuesday and Key Stage worship on Thursday. We gather 

together as a school to sing and praise on Wednesday afternoons, unless we 

are celebrating Mass. We also celebrate our children’s achievements in Gold 

book assembly on Fridays. 

 

Last year we asked the children to find out about a saint of their choice and 

many of them chose more modern saints. As a result, in September we 

renamed our school houses to: Frassati, Romero, Lisieux, and Mother Teresa. 

Then we asked the teachers to be the leaders of each of the houses (one from 

KS1 and one from KS2) and to lead a house meeting for all the children in that 
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house. We hope that regular house meetings will give the children of different 

year groups a chance to meet each other and to work together as one team. 

We also hope that having more modern saints will help the children to relate 

to them and appreciate that saints are still active in the world today and that 

they can aspire to be saints as well. 

Minnie Vinnies: Hilary 
Webb and Barbara 
Habayeb are now 
kindly leading our 
Mini Vinnies with 
Caroline Himpson. 
The new Year 6 
children were 
commissioned at the 

end of Harvest Mass. We are glad that the Minnie Vinnies will be able to 
continue their work this year, despite no longer having a Youth worker in the 
pastoral area. 

 

Our Lady’s Abingdon (OLA)  Report: Stephen Oliver & Brigid Meadows 

This year’s Year 11 Mission Effort, 

which took the form of a talent 

show, raised money for Macmillan 

Cancer Support, while the Sixth 

Form raised £270 from their 

Christmas jumper day for the 

Gatehouse drop-in centre for the 

homeless in Oxford. The Gatehouse is run by St Giles’ Parish and is supported 

by many churches of different denominations in the city. Pupils also raised 

money for the parish Lenten and for diocesan charities and continue to cook 

and serve the parish lunch. 

Fr. Rob and Fr. Jamie celebrated year group Masses in the school chapel across 

the year, as well as Masses for the whole school on Holy Days of Obligation in 

the church. There were also Masses for Ash Wednesday, Candlemas and for 

Junior and Senior School leavers, and an Animal Blessing service. Christmas 

was celebrated with School Carol Services and a nativity play, with the Junior 

School Choir also visiting Bridge House Care Home in Abingdon to sing carols.  
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Lent was marked by the customary Passion Service in St. Edmund’s Church and 

a group of pupils and staff from OLA and St Edmund’s School attended the 

annual diocesan schools’ Mass in the cathedral in June. Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament continues to be held every day in term time, led by our 

chaplaincy coordinator, Anna Kirby-Hall, who also runs a weekly guided 

meditation.  

Year 7 and Year 10 enjoyed successful residential retreats at the High Leigh 

Conference Centre in Hertfordshire, led by our head of Religious Studies, 

Shannen Campbell. In the Lent Term the Lower Sixth were engaged on Active 

Service placements, volunteering in various places in the community.  Students 

did a variety of jobs, from working with nursery age children, the elderly, in 

primary schools, Abingdon library and for various charities.   

 

Baby and Toddler Group        Report: Celia Smith 

The Baby and Toddler group is a long established and very active group 
providing opportunities for parents, grandparents, carers and children to play, 
enjoy craft, singing and refreshments and meet and get to know other families 
with preschool children. The children remain the responsibility of their parent 
(mother or father), grandparent or carer during the session. 

As with most parish groups, we rely on volunteers to help run the group. 

Please come and visit us during a session (9.30 am to 11.15 am, Fridays in term 

time) if you are interested in helping to see what is involved. We would 

especially welcome volunteers over 18 years old who do not need to look after 

babies or toddlers and who could help carry toys and craft from the 

garage/shed to the parish centre between 9.00 and 9.30 am on a regular or 

rota basis. 

Cake and Conversation Report: Anne Dodd & Angela Waterhouse 

This drop-in session - now in its 13th 

year - has continued throughout the 

year, with breaks at Christmas, 

Easter and August, on Wednesday 

mornings in the Parish Centre from 

9.30 to 11.00 am. It is part of St 

Edmund’s outreach of hospitality offered to the community in Abingdon. A 

regular Home Team of 6 or so parishioners welcomes all those who come to 
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practise their English - a 2nd or sometimes 3rd language - in a friendly, 

informal atmosphere.  

There is always a wide range of nationalities - Polish, Portuguese, Brazilian, 

Syrian, Spanish, German . . . .  A rich mix of nationalities, but all sharing the 

same experience of living in a new country and town. After steady numbers in 

previous years, this past year has seen a fall. This may be because of the 

present uncertainty related to Brexit, but only time will tell on this. In the 

meantime we would ask all parishioners who know of newcomers to Abingdon 

whose first language is not English to encourage them to come along on a 

Wednesday morning. We can guarantee a warm welcome - and cake! 

 

Parish Website and Live Streaming Report: Barbara Habayeb 

Our website: www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk has been running for a year 

now and seems to be working very successfully. For the period from October 

2018 to September 2019, we had 10,870 viewers actively engaged with the 

website. 5,166 are regularly engaged and 5,187 were new users. The remaining 

can be seen as one-off viewing. We have also received a good number of 

enquiries through our website, mainly for information on baptism, registering 

as a parishioner, and participation in one of our groups. As would be expected, 

our News and Parish Blog pages are visited most frequently, followed by the 

Calendar. 

Our live-stream services, available on our website and at 

www.churchservices.tv/abingdon, have also been successful. In the period 

from October 2018 to September 2019 we have had a total of 98,284 viewers 

from 90 different countries. Of these, 41,424 have been viewing for up to an 

hour or longer, which would be the length of time for a complete Mass or 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. The majority of viewers (10,682) were 

from the UK. This was followed by Ireland (3,884) and the United States (2186). 

Australia, Russia, several Eastern European countries, India, Nigeria, Thailand, 

Trinidad and Tobago, Japan, China, Qatar, Iran, Kuwait and the UAE also 

feature significantly on the list of viewers by country. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/
http://www.churchservices.tv/abingdon
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LiveSimply  Report: Steve Stevens 

In January our thought for the month focussed on 

reducing the use of plastic and recycling plastic if at all 

possible. 

In March we drew parishioners’ attention to Food waste 

and asked parishioners to think about this problem. We 

had our annual Walk to Church Sunday on 19th May and in 

September we had a successful Garden Produce Sunday, the money raised 

being sent to CAFOD. This event was an integral part of our month long 

celebration of the Season of Creation. We concluded this with an ecumenical 

celebration of Creation organised by Anne Dodd and Angela Waterhouse. 

During the year we have continued to look after the Wild Flower Meadow. We 

were pleased to enlist the help of some of the junior youth in raking and 

stacking the hay from the meadow. 

 

Index of Groups (*marks groups with reports above) 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

First Holy Communion – Errol Midwinter 

Confirmation – Tammy Lavers 

Marriage preparation – Catherine McFarlane  

 

YOUTH 

*St Edmund’s School - Maria Delany-White 

*Our Lady’s Abingdon – Stephen Oliver and Brigid Meadows 

*Youth groups – Barbara Habayeb  
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COURSES/FAITH FORMATION 

*JTiF (Journeying in Faith Together) - Barbara Habayeb 

*Called and Gifted – Clare Simpson 

*Alpha - Clare Simpson 

RCiA – Pauline Hanley  

 

PRAYER GROUPS 

*Week of Accompanied Prayer – Eileen Brooks 

Charismatic Prayers 

Prayer Ministry team 

Mothers’ Prayers 

Scripture group 

Taizé group 
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GROUPS 

*Live Simply / Covenant with the Poor – Steve Stevens 

*CiA – Margaret Hancox 

*Host Abingdon – Margaret Hancox 

*SVP – Ben Osei 

*Catenians – Chris Bevan 

*Cake and Conversation – Angela Waterhouse /Anne Dodd 

*Baby and Toddler – Celia and Rebecca Smith 

Pax Christi 

Church Twinning 

 

FUNDRAISNG 

Advent 2018 – Mary’s Meals - £694.35 (collected 695kg of unwanted clothes) 

Advent collection of clothing and toiletries for the homeless in Oxford 

Christian Aid New Year’s Day walk (with CiA) 

Light for the Blind (Fr Thomas’ charity in India) - £2,860 

CAFOD Family Fast Days in Lent and autumn 

 

LENT FUNDRAISING 

£9,900 raised for 3 Charities – Young Carers (Abingdon), EMMAUS (Oxford) and 

Thrive (Abingdon). Events included: Big breakfast and produce sale, Children’s 

toy and book sale, Posh fish fingers and fizz, Coffee mornings, soup lunches, 

afternoon teas, St Patrick’s Day dance, Family dance with Abingdon Big Band 

and St Edmund’s school choir, Golf Day. 

 

PARISH PILGRIMAGES 

Medugorje 

The Holy Land 

Planned: Medugorje, Knock, Oberammergau 
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