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OUR LADY & ST EDMUND CHURCH, ABINGDON 

 

 

 

CREATION PRAYER WALK 

 

This walk takes us from our church to the River Thames at the Iron Bridge, stopping at a 

number of places in the town centre which lend themselves to reflecting on a certain 

aspect of creation.  At each stage there are some background facts, an excerpt from 

Laudato Si (LS) which leads to reflection, and a closing prayer. 

 
At the church  
In the name of the Father and of the Son   and of the Holy Spirit.  We gather today in 
thanksgiving for the glorious gift of God`s Creation and ask for the Lord`s help to care for the 
world. 
God of all creation, your spirit is found throughout the earth. 
You bring life and make all things holy. 
You clothe the earth with plants supporting animals and humans. 
Your creation has allowed Man to be a creator too. 
Flood our hearts with your grace so that we may sow seeds of love, justice and beauty. 
Enable all Man`s creativity to reflect your Kingdom here on earth. 
 

All-powerful God, you are present in the 
whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that 
exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live 
as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
 
(Pope Francis- Opening lines of Prayer for our Earth) 

*** 
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At the WILD FLOWER MEADOW  in St Edmund’s church graveyard               

 This was set up in September 2016 just prior to the start of our Live Simply launch. 

LS 12 : St Francis, faithful to Scripture, invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in 

which God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and wisdom. . . . . . . 

For this reason,   Francis asked that part of the friary garden always to be left untouched, 

so that wild flowers and herbs could grow there and those who saw them could raise their 

minds to God, the Creator of such beauty. 

God of all creation 
 Your spirit dances throughout the earth 
 You give drink to the trees  
 Shade for the birds 
 Bread for the hungry 
 You bring life and make all things holy 
 Flood our hearts with your 2râce  
 So that we may sow seeds of love, justice and  beauty 
 Reflecting your kingdom here on earth. 
 We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

*** 
 

In the ABBEY GROUNDS  standing on the site of the old abbey, amongst the giant redwood 
trees.              
Founded in 7th cent. But re-founded in 950 by Bishop  Ethelwold , It was one of the largest 
abbeys  in  England.  Dissolved and destroyed  at the Reformation in 1538 
 

LS 66 :The creation accounts in the book of Genesis contain profound teachings about 

human existence and its historical reality. They suggest that human life is grounded in 

three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships : with God, with our neighbour 

and the earth itself. . . .  

Creator God, Out of chaos you brought order. 
Out of nothingness you brought life. 
In the middle of all life stand  trees. 
Trees provide the air  supporting  all your creation 
Birds make them their homes. 
They give shelter and provide food and timber 
Trees recycle life that has come before. 
Bless the trees of this world. 
Loving God, remind us to serve as their carers  and protectors. 
Give them long life. 
The gift of their breath is as special to us as the breath of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 

*** 
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CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA in Abbey Meadows, (or choose any play area on your route from 

home) 

LS 159/160 :    Intergenerational solidarity is not optional but rather a basic question of 

justice, since the  world we have received also belongs to those who will  follow us. . . . . . 

What kind of world do we want  to leave to those who come after us, to children who are 

now growing up? . . . Leaving an inhabitable planet to future generations is, first  and 

foremost, up to us. The issue is one that dramatically affects us , for it has to do with the 

ultimate meaning of our earthly sojourn. 

We pray for all young people and their families  and teachers.  
They inherit a damaged  earth .  
We ask for forgiveness for our generation that has failed in many respects to nurture and 
protect God’s creation. 
We pray that the next generation learn from our mistakes and advance the need to care for 
our common home and sustain our precious earth. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 

 

*** 

ST NICOLAS CHURCH GARDEN – an oasis in central Abingdon, used as a community market 

space 

St Nicolas Church  was  built in 1177 for the Abbey servants and tenants to worship. 

LS 44 and 232 

 Nowadays we are conscious of the disproportionate and unruly growth of many cities 
 which have become unhealthy to live in . . . . . Neighbourhoods, even those recently   
built, are congested, chaotic and lacking in sufficient green space. We were not meant to 
be inundated by cement, asphalt, glass and metal and deprived of physical contact with 
nature. . . . . . . Society is enriched by a countless array of organisations which work to 
promote the common good  and to defend the environment, whether natural or urban.  
Some, for example, show concern for a public place     . . . and strive to protect, restore, 
improve or beautify it as something belonging to everyone 
 

God who created vegetation, seed bearing plants and trees, 
Plants that aerate our world, 
Plant that stimulate our taste buds, 
Plants with healing properties through their  
 Spectrum of flower colour and fragrance 
 Healing both mind and body. 
 Help us to use these plants wisely and  
 To  conserve  them  for future generations.  
 We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord 
 Amen 
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ST ETHELWOLD’S HOUSE GARDEN  (OX14 5EB) 

St Ethelwolds House., West St Helen’s Street. Parts of the building date from 13th and 16th cent. The 
front house was probably  
built around 1707. It now belongs to a trust which runs local spirituality groups, seminars and 
accommodation for those groups and individuals  seeking peace and contemplation, and supports 
refugees. 
 

LS 10 : St Francis is the patron saint of all who study and work in the area of ecology and 
he is much loved by non–Christians. He was particularly concerned for God`s Creation and 
for the poor and outcast. He loved, and was deeply loved for his joy, his generous self–
giving, his open-heartedness. He was a mystic and pilgrim who lived in simplicity and in 

wonderful harmony with God and others, with nature and himself. He shows us just how 
inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to 

society and interior peace. 
Creator God, open our eyes to see your love throughout creation, 
Inspire us to treat all creation , particularly our neighbour  and those around us,  
as you would,  with respect, understanding and compassion.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your son and Our Lord.  
Amen 

*** 

MARGARET BROWN GARDEN, Wilsham Rd/Caldecott Rd - by the water where two rivers meet.  A 
place to reflect on water, essential to life. In past times it brought trade and livelihoods to the 
people of the town. In recent years much work has been done to clean up pollution. 
Margaret Brown was a much-liked and conscientious local councilor for  S. Abingdon in the 1970s. 

When the riverside garden was  renovated  recently  it was named after her. 

 LS 27-29,58 : We all know it is not possible to sustain the present levels  of consumption 
in developed countries and wealthier sectors of society where the habit  of wasting and 
discarding has reached unprecedented levels. . .  Fresh drinking water is an issue of 
primary importance since it is indispensable to human life . . . . Water poverty especially 
affects Africa where large sectors of the population have no access to safe drinking water 
or experience  droughts . . . . . In some countries   there are positive examples of 
environmental improvement  -  rivers polluted for decades have been cleaned up; native 
woodlands have been restored ; landscapes  have been beautified . . . .These 
achievements do not solve  global problems but they do show that men and women are 
still capable on intervening positively. For all our limitations gestures of generosity, 
solidarity and care cannot but well up within us, since we were made for love 

 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ – Saviour of the World 
As God’s word you were present at the beginning of space & time and  
When energy first pulsated through matter, 
When the Sun lightened our darkness, 
When the Seas and Rivers first flowed,  
When the wind initially rushed over the land and sea. 
Grant us the power to sustain our world,  
To share our resources fairly and with concern for others.  Amen 

*** 
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AT THE END OF YOUR WALK  

 
LS 64 
If the simple fact of being human moves people to care for the environment of which they 
are a part, Christians in their turn “ realise that their responsibility within creation, and 
their duty towards  nature and the Creator are an essential part  of their faith.” 
.  

LS 217/8 
 It must be said that some committed and prayerful Christians, tend to ridicule 
expressions of concern for the environment. Others are passive; they  choose not to 
change their habits and thus become inconsistent. What is needed is an “ecological     
conversion” . . . . . . .  The Australian bishops spoke of the importance of such conversion 
for achieving reconciliation  with creation. “ To achieve such reconciliation,  we must 
examine our lives and acknowledge  the ways in which we have harmed God`s creation 
through our actions and our failure to act. We need to experience a conversion, or    
change  of heart.” 
 
A Prayer for Our Earth 
All-powerful God, you are present in the 
whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live 
as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
 
O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned and 
forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives ,that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain 
at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
to recognize that we are profoundly united 
with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. 
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
 for justice and peace. 
We ask this through your Son our Lord   
 Jesus   Christ    Amen   

 

*** 


